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Making Lent Last
Through The Year
Fasting-not merely from food but from our
greed, prayer- matched up with adequate
action, and gratitude- is a rare gift of deep
spirituality.
At Caritas, we feel profoundly obliged for all the
love that is poured through us in reaching the
help to some of the most deserving people.
Last year, the Lenten Campaign 2015 (One
Human Family, Food for All) had raised

generous donation of Rs. 1.54 Crore. It has
been instrumental in building the morale of
more than 43,000 small holder farmers engaged
in various projects of Caritas India.
This year, inspired by Laudato si' - Pope Francis's
encyclical on ecology the Lenten campaign
2016 is a call to "One human family," in "Caring
for creation.”
In doing so, while Caritas pledges to continue to
commit its service in sectors it's best known for,
you are invited to join hands with us in ways you
can in caring for Creation, promoting green
earth concepts, ecological consciousness and
give-back-to-earth concept.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
Feb 2016
Mar 2016
Apr 2016
May 2016
Jun 2016
Jul 2016
Aug 2016
Sep 2016
Oct 2016
Nov 2016
Dec 2016
Jan 2017

Plant at least one tree this month
Try travelling by public transport or use a bicycle or improve your
walking habit. Donate your saving.
Go hungry as many times as you can. Donate from what you have
saved.
Give your services. Volunteer or offer your free services to any school or
organization
Spend your time in reflection and prayer. Pay a listening ear to someone
who needs. Attend a retreat if possible.
Help yourself and your family to save better by becoming a more
responsible consumer.
Switch to energyefficient equipment like LED or Solar. Keep track of the
savings you make from this initiative.
Bring a group of likeminded people in your locality or parish together
to unify this experience of the campaign
Express your solidarity with the Church. Invite your Parish priest for a
meal or tea to affirm your support for him.
Donate your old books and clothes to someone who may need it.
Visit any poor family in the neighborhood and gift a Christmas meal or
any other gift.
Tell Caritas India how this year has been different through these 11
activities. Write to prcom@caritasindia.org cc: contact@olcmbom.org
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In Mumbai you can send your contributions to Amravati (cheque only) through Salt & Light Foundation (saltnlightfdn@gmail.com)
or call Adrian 9820001439 / WhatsApp 9820092275. The Salt & Light Foundation has already crossed Rs 2.70 lakh in collections received for this cause.

Cornerstones
CornerstonesVIII
VII- -41 :: March
June 2014
2016 uu
23

Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI)
All India Press Release
Church Urged to Promote Laity and Ecumenism: Apostolic Nuncio
Bishops Appeal for the Persecuted Christians in the World and for the Martyrs of Yemen
Bangalore, 7 March 2016: Inaugurating the
28th Plenary Assembly of the Conference
of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) of the
Latin Church, in Bangalore on Sunday 6
March 2016, Archbishop Salvatore
Pennacchio, the Apostolic Nuncio to India
and Nepal, exhorted the Church in India to
promote the Laity and Ecumenism.
He said: "There is a need for constant
dialogue and sustained formation of the
laity in a transparent, credible and
accountable manner so that they may truly
understand their role in the Church. In
today's socio-political scenario, it is crucial
to recognize the dignity of the laity and
their participation in the mission and
decision making of the Church so that they
become sharers in Christ's mission".
"Our Christian witness to the Gospel in a
pluralistic world includes engaging in
dialogue with people of different faiths,
religion and cultures." "In the special
context of India, the relationship between
the Catholic and other non-Catholic
Churches and ecclesial communities is
progressing gradually. However, several
factors still separate us and hinder us from
coming together around the table of the
Lord." "In a time of increasingly
marked secularization and religious
discriminations, Christians have to be
united among themselves and extend a
united and true common witness to the
nation," mentioned the Apostolic Nuncio.

Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the CCBI
President in his Presidential message,
made an appeal to pray for the persecuted
Christians in the world, especially for those
Christians in the Middle East and
expressed the concern of the Indian Church
for the martyrs of Yemen. "We feel the pain
even more because one of the sisters is our
very own from Jharkhand. All of them tried
to live the charism of Mother Teresa by
giving themselves totally in service and in
the process lost their lives. This killing was
senseless but will bear fruit. We pray the
blood they shed will bring peace and the
presence of Jesus Christ to the strife-torn
area," said His Eminence Oswald Cardinal
Gracias.
Bishops also requested the authorities to
take immediate and necessary steps for the
release of the missionary priest Rev. Fr Tom
Uzhunnalil sdb, from Ramapuram, Kerala,
who was abducted by the terrorists.
Archbishop Filipe Neri Ferrão, the Vice
President of the CCBI and the Archbishop
of Goa and Daman presided over the
inaugural meeting and read the message of
the President of the Conference. The
Secretary General of the CCBI, Bishop
Va r g h e s e C h a k k a l a k a l o f C a l i c u t ,
presented the annual report. Archbishop
Bernard Moras of Bangalore welcomed the
gathering. Rev. Dr. Stephen Alathara,
Deputy Secretary General of the CCBI
proposed the vote of thanks.
Fr. Stephen Alathara
Deputy Secretary General, CCBI
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Congrats To Our IMFE Graduates
21 persons who had undergone the year-long
IMFE programme (2015-16) received their
graduation certificates at the event held on
Sunday 20 March 2016. They are now moving
into their respective ministries armed with a
vision for the future and action plans for the
next two years. We ask your prayers for their
sustained work in the parishes and
ministries.
One of the group viz Sr Maryann shm was
also selected for the 2nd Fr Salvador
Rodrigues Memorial Award. It was
conferred on her on 6 March at an event
organised by the Bombay Catholic Sabha.
She has been leading change for the benefit of
women and children through various social
work initiatives in areas of education, selfemployment, etc. We wish her and her
congregation - the Society of the Helpers of
Mary - all the best as they strive to make the
world a better place.

Mission Today
At first glance, mission seems to be a subject
that is far away from us today. Doesn't
Christianity have greater worries? Isn't a far
more important question in the face of the age
structure of our active communities – for
example – how Christian faith can be passed
on to future generations so that it doesn't
simply peter out? Shouldn't we put our own
house in order before we try to win others for
Christianity and the Church? Isn't mission
the job of the missionaries out there, who still
do this quite well and who are supported
reasonably by donations? Hasn't mission
become kind of an issue? What is the
purpose? Can we assume that God simply
lets the billions of non-Christians perish if
mission doesn't reach them? Certainly not!

A new understanding of mission
Mission can no longer be seen as the
conversion of heathens who sit in “darkness
and under the shadow of death”. It is no
longer limited to “out there” – the borders of
church. It is not the special task of only a few
(missionaries). Mission does not only mean
that we – the Church rich in truth and
finances – gives to the rest of the world.
Mission does not only mean that we can bring
them salvation and also give development
aid.
Reflect on the above in your association
/ cell meetings and send a summary to
contact@olcmbom.org
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The Miracle Of Multiplication
June 19, 2015: a day etched in memory. The
heavens opened and a relentless downpour
covered the ground; most of Mumbai was
flooded and unprepared for such a deluge.
The annual monsoon had arrived.
Late evening, I realized that I had run out of
my prescription medication and so, during
a lull in the rainfall, I walked along the
Causeway to my chemist near the Bata
showroom. I was stopped dead in my
tracks by a sight that was as tragic as it was
endearing: the street children of Colaba
Causeway were huddled together inside
cardboard boxes trying to keep dry and
warm in the rain. Drenched to the bone,
teeth chattering, they still managed to
muster up smiles and a greeting for Tuck,
the gentle Labrador who is their friend and
my walking companion.

multiplication'. That same evening, so
many good friends walked the streets,
distributing warm clothes, blankets and
plastic sheets and food packets. There's
more! The youth from the Cathedral of
Holy Name began to meet with these
families and realised that they wanted their
children to go to school. But they had no
birth certificates. Thanks to another
'helping hand', it was discovered that
affidavits could be made for these children
regarding their age and this was acceptable
in the local Municipal School. So, with the
goodwill of a few local lawyers and the
Independent Municipal Corporator, fifteen
street children now study at the Colaba
Market Municipal School!

The sight of these kids moved and angered
me at the same time: I was moved by their
plight and angered by the apathy of a
Government that does little or nothing for
the poor and homeless. Instinctively, I
clicked a photo and posted it on Facebook
with the caption: "It's a cruel world out
there. They are wet, cold and hungry and I
was unprepared to deal with this reality.
Some vada-pav helped but I am going to
have to be better prepared to reach out.
How? I am still trying to figure that out.”

The journey, though interesting so far, is a
long way from being complete. The
children still make their home along the
sea-front at Apollo Bunder and Radio Club,
where they can be found happy and
content, bent over their homework. Tuck
gets his hugs. And sometimes they get a
helping hand with their homework. And
again, there's more! One of the teachers,
realising where these children came from,
insisted that they keep their uniforms in
school. Now, they go in early, take a bath in
the school washroom and put on their
uniforms which would have gotten really
dirty were they to wear them 'home'.

The response was tremendous and
instantaneous! People kept contacting me some via Facebook, others through phonecalls - all wanting to do something. And this
was the beginning of the 'miracle of

I look back with wonder and awe at the
goodwill of people, the resilience of these
kids and whisper a 'thank-you' for the
blessings received. So often, we encounter
situations that seem insurmountable; so
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often, we feel helpless, moved by the pain
of others, and we feel sorry for the children
who have it so tough in life. And then we
see mercy in action and know that there is
hope for a better world, where people will
willingly move out of their comfort zones
and give of their time, talent and resources.

The miracle of multiplication is alive and
well. Not loaves and fishes, but goodwill
and tremendous generosity!! And faith in
the essential goodness of people is
renewed.
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Fr. Nigel Barrett
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